Sunday of the Man Born Blind

Icon of the Gospel of the Man Born Blind

Another Presentation will take place on Monday June 3 at 6:30 pm. This will be
presented to the Ladies Group by Sisiter Barbara Jean.
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Reflections on Repentance by Seminarian David Vonderohe
In preparation for participation in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and reception of the most Holy
Mysteries of our Lord, we must discern our state before God in this most perfect union. We must prepare
for Jesus Christ to enter into the innermost dwelling place of our souls where, as Archimandrite Seraphim Aleksiev says, Christ “appears among us through an unfathomable mystery of Holy Communion.
He knocks on every door, longs to come into every home, desires to talk with every heart . . . But how
do we meet him? Can He stay in each one of us as He would like to?” To offer the Lord an appropriate
dwelling place, we must prepare adequately through the holy sacrament of Confession.
This sacrament is the seal of repentance. In order for us to draw our hearts toward confession there must
first and foremost be a recognition of sin. Repentance is the means by which the initial recognition of sin
and sinfulness takes place. Repentance begins at a foundational level through emotions such as grief or
shame. Grief is a gift of God and moves us toward repentance while shame is a deceit by the evil one that
the sin is unforgivable, and that we cannot be loved. In its first stages, this grief may be a kind of fear of
punishment or a black and white remorse over a broken law. The aim is for this to blossom from a mere
recognition of a law which has been transgressed into a relationship that has been damaged by sin. Repentance is present in both of these states as is seen in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. The son does not
turn back to his father’s house because of a perfect repentance of genuine sorrow for the relationship that
has been damaged, but in order that he may have adequate food and shelter. Nevertheless, the father not
only accepts this imperfect repentance, but rushes out to greet him. The father then announces that this
son was not only lost, but dead. The son is received back into his father’s house not with punishment, but
with merriment (Lk. 15: 11-32).
We take the place of the Prodigal Son and turn back to our Heavenly Father in any movement of repentance. This means that the repentance need not be perfect in order to move toward confession. Because
of man’s fallen nature, there is a propensity to sin and repeated or habitual sin becomes harder to overcome. Even in an imperfect state, we move toward a right relationship with God in desiring forgiveness
of sins. In any sin a law has been broken and a duty must be paid. In confession,we recognize our sinfulness before God and offer Him a humbled and contrite spirit as recompense, as the psalmist says, “for
thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, thou wouldst not be pleased”.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; “a broken and contrite heart, O God, though wilt
not despise” (Ps. 50). Under the old Law, there had to be a sacrificial offering in order to be made
clean. There is no longer a need for sacrifice as God’s mercy is, in a sense, free. He only asks for a turning back to Him in repentance.
We are fooled if we think this is done on our own accord. Without the grace of God, we would never
be able to turn our hearts away from sin and toward God. The life of repentance is a happy journey.
While the path is arduous, it is not traveled in toil nor in vain, but in seeking the promise spoken by
God that "though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall become like wool” (Is. 1: 18).

The Prodigal Son traveled back to his father’s house poor and hungry, and so too do we travel toward
communion with God with many difficulties. When we inevitably fall along our journey, it is not
always a sign of an unwillingness to change. By our nature there exists a propensity to fall; we are in
need of constant assistance. This imagery of a journey is also a theme in St. John Climacus’ Ladder
of Divine Ascent, where he says to “not be surprised if you fall every day and do not surrender. Stand
your ground bravely”. We are to remain steadfast in our journey, continually striving for perfection
despite any mishaps along the way. The sins may be obliterated through repentance and confession,
but the potential to sin in a familiar or unfamiliar situation must remain on our hearts. The wound
may be healed, but the scar remains.
Through repentance, we hope to be transfigured. We mourn for sins while striving for the joy of being illumined with the brilliant light that shone on Tabor. Repentance is a free gift that can be sought
after at any time. No one waits to visit the doctor until they are close to death with festering wounds
that produce an unbearable smell. Rather, they visit the doctor at the first sight of trouble in order to
be cured from their illness and spared from pain and untimely death. So too then must we turn to
the Divine Physician at the first sight of impurity in order to be brought back to the path of salvation.
If we wait to repent,we may well end up like the rich man, desiring to be quenched, but set across a
great, impassable abyss (Lk. 16: 19-31).
Seminarian David, having completed his first year of theological studiest at Ss. Cyril and Methodius
Seminary in Pittsburgh, will be spending his summer assignment here with us at St. Stephen Cathedral.
Please be sure to make Seminarian David feel welcome, and to continue praying for him and for all
future vocations.

Prayer intentions for this week . . .
Special Intentions: Noa Lee Chapa, Ted Bronson, Erwin Armada, Barbara Dugan, Helen Furka,
Vincent Rice, McCarthy Family, Marti Lopez, Kathleen Linkowsky, Betty Geletey, Richard Gable,
Robert King, Ann Ryan, Chris Faix, Robyn Foy, Elaine Browne, Mark Chapa, Michael Chapa. Baby
Micah Lombardi, Dalton, Tatum & Anthony.
May the Lord rest His healing hand on His servants and hear their requests:

Simone Boutros, Benjamin Francis Molina, Teresa Blanc, Victor Ely, Daniel Andrews, Megan Molina, Michael White, Gabriella Reagan, Mary Rabayda, Ana Ruiz, Jane Walsh, Dorothy Dumnich,
Richard Reese, Chris Balsz, Carlene Eneroth, Nancy Sandrock, Bob Dugan, Cathy Milko, Clementina Mendoza, Dan Palaschak, Michael Sherwood, Liz Kol, Nicholas Toth, Nicholas Oprendek,
Dennis Milko, Karen Kol, Gabriel Papke, Kari Hill, Sandy Meyer, Rita Chokan, Nicholas Lewak,
Rebecca Braskie, Albina Tesoniero, Elizabeth Petrus, Fr. Basil Hutsko and Fr. Joe Hutsko.

This Week’s Liturgical Schedule – Come pray with us!
Sun. 5/26
Sunday of the Man Born Blind -pp. 189-191				
Sat. 5/25
Confessions at 3:00 PM						
Sat. 4:00 PM Vigil Vesper Liturgy –							
		
+ Margare Cook, by Sr. Barbara Jean Mihalchik
Sun. 8:00 AM Confessions heard Divine Liturgy 					
Sun. 9:00 AM Intentions of the Parishioners of St. Stephen Cathedral		

Msgr. Kevin
Msgr. Kevin
Fr. Diodoro
Fr. Diodoro

Mon. 5/27
9:00 AM
12:00 PM -

6th Paschal Week Therapont, Bishop / Martyr – pp. 372-374
Memorial Day - Divine Liturgy– Pastoral Center & Parish Office Closed Bp. John
6th Hour 								Sdcn. Paul

Tues. 5/28
9:00 AM
12:00 PM

Nicetas, Bishop – pp. 372-374
Divine Liturgy – Mary Rabayda, by the Rabayda Family		
Fr. Diodoro
6th Hour 								Fr. Diodoro

Wed. 5/29
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
		

Theodosia, Venerable / Martyr – pp. 393-395
6th Hour `								Sdcn. Paul
Vigil Vesper Liturgy – Ascension of Our Lord
+ John & Anna Rudo, by Joseph Rudo 				
Fr. Diodoro

Thurs. 5/30
9:00 AM
		

Ascension of Our Lord – pp. 191-195
Divine Liturgy –
Ascension of Our Lord + Elan Kulick, by Bert & Loretta Winn

Fri. 5/31
9:00 AM
12:00 PM

Hermas, Apostle & Hermeas, Martyr – pp. 368-370 & 379-381
Divine Liturgy - + John & Anna Rudo, by Joseph Rudo		
Fr. David
6th Hour 								Fr. Diodoro

Sat. 6/1		
3:00 PM
4:00 PM
Sun. 6/2
Sun. 8:00 AM
Sun. 9:00 AM

Justin and Others, Martyrs – pp. 389-391
Confessions heard
Vigil Vesper Liturgy 						
Msgr. Kevin
Sunday of the Fathers of the 1st Nicene Council - pp. 196-202
Confessions heard							Fr. Diodoro
Divine Liturgy – Intentions of the Parishioners of St. Stephen Cathedral Bp. Joh

Bp. John

ATTENDANCE AND COLLECTIONS ANALYSIS – Weekend of May 18 & 19, 2019
Sat. 4:00 PM: 19 + Sun. 9:00 AM: 101 = a Total Weekend Attendance of: 120
Adult Tithes via Collection: $915.12 - Adult Tithes via Online Credit Card: $175.00 Adult
Tithes via Postal Mail: $530.00 - Total Weekend Collection: $1,620.12
ADDITIONAL INCOME: .
Candles: $35.60 - Sunday Social: $57.00 - Bake Sale: $50.00 - Gift Shop: $44.00

Sunday of the Man Born Blind
(Readings taken from the web page of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.
org)

EPISTLE (Acts 16:16-34)

As we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl with an oracular spirit, who used to
bring a large profit to her owners through her fortune-telling. She began to follow Paul and us,
shouting, “These people are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.”
She did this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned, and said to the spirit, “I command you
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” Then it came out at that moment. When her owners
saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them to the public
square before the local authorities. They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These
people are Jews and are disturbing our city and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us
Romans to adopt or practice.” The crowd joined in the attack on them, and the magistrates had
them stripped and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After inflicting many blows on them, they
threw them into prison and instructed the jailer to guard them securely. When he received these
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and secured their feet to a stake. About midnight,
while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as the prisoners listened, there was
suddenly such a severe earthquake that the foundations of the jail shook; all the doors flew open,
and the chains of all were pulled loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped.
But Paul shouted out in a loud voice, “Do no harm to yourself; we are all here.” He asked for a light
and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them
out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you
and your household will be saved.” So they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in
his house. He took them in at that hour of the night and bathed their wounds; then he and all his
family were baptized at once. He brought them up into his house and provided a meal and with his
household rejoiced at having come to faith in God.

GOSPEL OF THE MAN BORN BLIND (John 9:1-38) .

As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it
is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of the one
who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). So he went and washed, and came back able to see.
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit
and beg?” Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” He said, “I am.” So they said
to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went there and washed and was able to see.” And
they said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.” They brought the one who was once blind
to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees
also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,
and now I can see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because he does not
keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” And there was a division
among them. So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since he
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind
and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His parents answered and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how he
sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself.” His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone
acknowledged him as the Messiah, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his
parents said, “He is of age; question him.” So a second time they called the man who had been blind
and said to him, “Give God the praise!* We know that this man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he is a
sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” So they said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already and
you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”
They ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that
God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from.” The man answered and said to
them, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is
unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God,
he would not be able to do anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin,
and are you trying to teach us?” Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown
him out, he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is
he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one speaking with
you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.

The Apostles’ Fast .

The Apostles’ Fast is also called the Fast of the Holy Apostles, the Fast of Peter and Paul, or sometimes
St. Peter's Fast. In the Byzantine Catholic tradition, the Fast begins on the second Monday after Pentecost (the day after All Saints Sunday), and continues until the Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul on June 29th.
Its duration varies from eight to forty-two days due to the moveable nature of Pascha. . History . Having rejoiced for fifty days following the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Apostles began to prepare for
their departure from Jerusalem to spread Christ's message. According to Sacred Tradition, as part of
their preparation, they began a fast with prayer to ask God to strengthen their resolve and to be with
them in their missionary undertakings. . The scriptural foundation for the Apostles’ Fast is found in
the Synoptic Gospels. When the Pharisees criticized the apostles for not fasting, Jesus said to them,
"Can the children of the bride-chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days
will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast." In the immediate
sense, Christ was referring to his being taken to be crucified; but in the wider sense it is understood
in terms of his Ascension into heaven and his commission to preach the Gospel, which can only be
accomplished with prayer and fasting. . The tradition of the Fast has existed at least since the time
of Pope Leo I (461 AD) as is evidenced by his homilies, though this tradition has subsequently been
forgotten in the West. The Fast is thought to have been instituted out of thanksgiving to God for the
witness of the apostles of Christ. With this Fast, believers express their thanks for the apostles' endurance of persecution during their mission. . Practice . The Apostles Fast is not as severe as Great Fast
prior to Pascha or the Dormition Fast, but entails fasting from red meat, poultry, meat products, eggs,
dairy products, fish, oil, and wine - much the same as is observed during the Nativity Fast (Filipovka).
Byzantine Catholics in the Eparchy of Phoenix, the fasting regulations are: On Wednesdays, fasting
from meat, meat products and dairy products is highly encouraged. On Fridays one should abstain
from meat, meat products and dairy products. . Duration of the Fast . The length of the Fast is variable,
being determined by the date of Pascha. After eight weeks following Pascha comes the Sunday of All
Saints. The next day, Monday, the Apostles’ Fast begins. The Fast lasts until June 29th, the Feast of the
Holy ApostlesSs. Peter and Paul. In other words, depending on the date of Pascha, the Apostles Fast
can begin as early as May 18th or as late as June 21st, but it always ends on June 29th. Thus, it may be
as short as eight days or as long as forty-two days in duration.
Adapted from online resources.

Reminder: Safe Environment Background Checks
Background checks are required for all adults who regularly serve the Cathedral in any capacity: foodrelated/festive event functions, church cleaning/maintenance, catechists, cantors, ushers, GCU members, altar servers and all members of the clergy. Use the easy link on our Eparchial website.

We’re all in this together! - 2019 EPARCHIAL APPEAL:
The 2019 Appeal for the Eparchy of Phoenix is under way, and by now you all have received your
pledge forms and information about the various options for donating: cash, checks, credit cards
and online donations. We are asking each household to donate $275.00, but of course larger
amounts are welcome. Your generosity to the Eparchial Appeal not only helps to solidify us as a
parish, but also as an eparchy. Much can be accomplished by our Eparchy of Phoenix because of
your generosity and commitment to this annual appeal. Our parish goal is $35,475.00, and thusfar
we have received $25,982.00 in contributions – we have $9,493.00 left to go in order to reach our
goal.

Our Main Candles are lit this week for:
Eternal Lamp: + Helen Ferencz 				

Resurrection: Bishop Gerald Dino

Our Tetrapod Candles are lit this week for:
Theotokos Icon Side: Amparo Balcazar 			

Christ Icon Side: Tina Mendoza

Sr. Barbara Jean Mihalchik, O.S.B.M. is soon to visit . . .
.
Sr. Barbara Jean Mihalchick will be visiting the Phoenix area for a retreat with the Benedictine Sisters scheduled for the last week in May. During the first week of June she will be with us here at St.
Stephen Cathedral where she will be giving a talk at our Women’s Group meeting (June 3rd) and
Men’s Group meeting (June 4th. We look forward to Sr. Barbara Jean’s upcoming visit and extend
to her our warmest welcome. .

Please don’t forget to pay for your Easter Basket Candles and Basket Cover Linens. There are a few
who have not paid for them yet. This is a friendly reminder. Thank you!
.
Myrrh-Bearer’s Retreat: June 28-30, 2019 at the Madonna Retreat Center: A retreat experience for
girls, teens and women sponsored by the Eparchy of Phoenix.

SPECIAL SPONSORS
This space is available for advertisements to help subsidize the cost of printing the bulletin. If you
own or know of a business or organization that would like to advertise in our bulletin, please contact
Fr. Diodoro for promotional rates. Thank you!
LOUIE’S ULTRA CLEANERS
www.LOUIESULTRACLEANERS.com
Eco-friendly Dry Cleaning / Alterations & Repairs
Wedding Gown Preservation / Leather & Suede / Household Items
4410 W. Union Hills Dr., Glendale, AZ 85308 - (623) 582-4470
10855 N. Tatum Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85028 (480) 991-9910
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR RELIGIOUS BOOKS AND GIFTS? Stop by our Parish Gift Shop!

Save the Date!!
Women’s Group: No Women’s Group on Memorial Day, Monday, May 27th.

Men’s Group: Tuesday, May 28th: Jesus Prayer at 6:30 PM, with “God in Russia” film and

meeting to follow in the rectory.

Women’s Group: Monday, June 3rd at 6:30 PM with Sr. Barbara Jean Mihalchik, O.S.B.M.
ECF CLASSES: June 2nd.
Convocation of Eparchial Clergy: June 10th – 13th at St. Stephen Cathedral in Phoenix,

AZ.

Myrrh Bearer’s Retreat for girls and teens (7-17), and women (18+): June 28th-30th

held at Madonna Center in Albuquerque, NM.

Alive in Christ “Ascetical Boot Camp” Retreat: July 11th-14th, for Byzantine Catho-

lic young men (7-17) accompanied by their fathers or legal male guardian, held at Black Diamond
Camps in Auburn, WA. Please contact Fr. Michael Mandelas if you are interested: mandelas-vocations@ephx.org, or call: (206) 799-4917.

SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND - May 26, 2019
Christ is Risen! 									Indeed He is Risen!
Welcome to Saint Stephen Byzantine Catholic Cathedral. We are delighted that you have come to pray
with us. Our Church follows the teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the Gospel, and passed on to us
through the teachings of the Holy Apostles and Holy Tradition. We are in communion with His Holiness,
Pope Francis, the Bishop of Rome.
Saint Stephen’s Byzantine Catholic Cathedral Sunday Divine Liturgy: Weekday Services:
8141 North 16th Street, Front Saturday: 4:00 (See bulletin)
Phoenix, Arizona 85020-3950 Sunday: 9:00 AM
Office: (602) 943-5379 Fax (602) 997-4093 Confessions: Sat. 3:00- 3:45 PM Websitewww.stsbcc.org &
Sun. 8:00 - 8:45 AM
Served by:			
His Grace, Most Rev. John S. Pazak, C.Ss.R., Bishop
His Grace, Most Rev. Gerald N. Dino, S.E.O.D., Bishop Emeritus
Very Rev. Diodoro Mendoza, Rector
Msgr. Kevin McAuliffe, In Residence
Very Rev. Archpriest David M. Petras, Retired
Deacon John Montalvo - Deacon James Danovich - Deacon Adam Lowe - Subdeacon Paul F. Kilroy
Parish Advisory Council Served by: 					
Parish Finance Council Served by:
Peyton Becktold Jennifer Hetrick Mary Beth Foster 		
Julie Pete Karen Ratliff Nicholas Stefaniak III
Jessica Kostyun Joanie Mahar Basil Rabayda Ann Zlamal Dolores Sugent John Surmay

A Link to Baptism

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service -- PO Box 3909 -- Fairfax, VA 22038-3909

www.ecbulletin.com

Ph: 703-691-8862

Fax: 703-691-0513

